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reconnoitring and consult over affairs. Time is so precious, and so much, depends on the manner in which the next three weeks are employed, that I forward this to you at once.
I estimate our pure gains, for they must still be an estimate, at 26. There are six borough seats, in addition, which really have been won from the enemy. The 'independent' Irish party will, I hear, probably be increased to 15. This would make a force on which we could now depend, on a trial of strength, to the amount of 322, out of a House of 652, deducting the Speaker and Aylesbury.
Horsman has been confidentially sounded. He recognises the critical state of affairs, foreign and domestic, believes that the strongest man cannot change his political connection without sacrifices which pursue him through life, but would not hesitate to do his duty, though it might embitter his future existence. Fortunately, however, he is spared the cruel dilemma, as he feels he is not important enough for such an occasion, and that his adhesion would only destroy himself, without aiding us. I expected this sort of response to the appeal; it will, however, prevent him from precipitating himself into any combination against the Government.
Mr. Lindsay,1 who is supposed to be the type of some dozen men of doubtful Liberal allegiance, has also been sounded: replied very favorably, but expressed a wish for an interview with myself, which he will have.
What effect the growing impression, that Palrnerston is to be the new Minister, will have on the Manchester party I have not yet ascertained, though I have made arrangements which will probably obtain us that information ere long.
P. will serve under no one, and considers himself already installed. J. E., it is said, is starved out, and would serve under P. if he could manage to get rid of his new allies with decency and the appearance of honor.
The Whigs wish to precipitate the attack, that Liberal claims and Liberal dissensions should not have time to develop. They want a vague vote on which all would be obliged to unite, and then a Whig Administration under Palmer-ston. I suppose you observed the Marquis of Stafford's speech.
My own opinion is that a permanent working majority may be obtained from the present House of Commons on two conditions :
1.   That we gain time.
2.   That the Cabinet should obtain some additional weight and character.
I will reserve for conversation the tactics by which I think
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